VODEC and Thomas Jefferson High School Receive Vital Link Award from HRAM


The Human Resources Association of the Midlands (HRAM) has recognized the Vocational Development Center (VODEC) and Thomas Jefferson High School with the Vital Link Award for the SEAC (Supported Employment and Academic Collaboration) Program.  The Vital Link Award, presented at HRAM’s quarterly meeting on February 9, 2009, recognizes businesses and schools partnering together in unique and creative ways to foster education and create learning opportunities. Thomas Jefferson High School received a plaque and $500 for the school to use for educational programs and/or professional development.  VODEC also received a plaque. In addition, a video highlighting the program was shown.


Mike Bond, Thomas Jefferson High School Special Education teacher, said that the award highlights what can be accomplished through community partnerships.  “Our goal is to provide the support to students so that they have the skills to be employed in a satisfying position before they graduate.  We found we could accomplish this through partnering with VODEC, because they have the vocational expertise needed to make the SEAC Program work.”


Bond has watched his special education students struggle with the concepts of job seeking and job placement taught in a classroom setting for years.  Bond began teaching a Work Related class in 2001.  Time and time again, he watched as students completed the course only to remain unemployed and unsuccessful after graduation. Bond felt that if he could combine the school-based learning with actual community-based work related experiences, the students’ chances of successful employment would be greatly increased.  “Unfortunately,” said Bond, “I knew that I didn’t have the resources to help students find and maintain jobs. What started as a conversation with VODEC, soon evolved into the SEAC program which is focused on putting theory into practice.”

The SEAC Program is a project of VODEC and Council Bluffs Community School District.  Daryn Richardson, VODEC Services Development Director, said, “Several Abraham Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson High School students have begun successful careers as a result SEAC program.” 
The program involves 20 high school students and five local businesses that have hired students.

