The Promising Professional Award, given to recent graduates of the University of Nebraska, who have demonstrated outstanding achievement and success in their profession within a short period of time.  
Dr. Jason Plourde earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education with a minor in Special Education from the College of Education in 1995 and a Doctorate Degree in Education Administration in 2008.  Plourde also earned Master’s in Administration and Supervision and an endorsement in Gifted Education from Creighton University. 

Plourde began his career in education as a special education teacher for Area Education Association 13 in Southwest Iowa.  He has been with the Council Bluffs Community Schools for thirteen years as a teacher and as a principal.  Dr. Plourde is currently principal at Washington Elementary.

When Crescent Elementary School was destroyed by fire in 2006, his team was able to unify two very different school communities under one roof by earning their trust, respect, and admiration.  At the same time, Washington School reading scores were raised, and the school earned from the State of Iowa.

Dr. Plourde received the coveted National Milken Award in 2009.  He was nominated for the award by district and state administrators.  Plourde credits an emphasis on research-based reading strategies in weekly professional development for the success in teaching reading. 
Plourde wrote, “One of the best ways to build a high self-esteem in an individual is to help him accomplish something that he perceives as challenging.  Completing the UNO doctoral program did this for me.  I perceived (and it was) the program to be the ultimate academic challenge, and with the help of others I was able to accomplish my goals.”
