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Council Bluffs Community School District students must fulfill the requirements for senior high school graduation.  The requirements are listed below and are differentiated based on the year each student entered high school as a freshman. 
For Entering Freshmen in the 2004-2005 School Year:

A.
Completion of 48 credits in grades 9-12

B.
Completion of the following required credits beginning in the ninth grade year:

Social Studies:
6 credits required 
English:


8 credits required

Math:
4 credits required 
Science:
4 credits required 
Physical Education:
Must be enrolled in a minimum of one class per semester and successfully complete a minimum of four credits, unless excused per Policy 606.  
The courses which can be used to meet these requirements will be determined through Board of Directors’ approval.

For Entering Freshmen in the 2005-2006 and 2006-07 School Years:

A.
Completion of 48 credits in grades 9-12

B.
Completion of the following required credits beginning in the ninth grade year:

Social Studies:
6 credits required 
English:


8 credits required

Math:
6 credits required 
Science:
6 credits required 
Physical Education:
Must be enrolled in a minimum of one class per semester and successfully complete a minimum of four credits, unless excused per Policy 606.  
The courses which can be used to meet these requirements will be determined through Board of Directors’ approval.

For Entering Freshmen in the 2007-2008_School Year:

A.
Completion of 48 credits in grades 9-12

B.
Completion of the following required credits beginning in the ninth grade year with the specific course requirements identified:
Social Studies:
6 credits required 



    US History

(2)



    Government

(1)


           World History

(1)


           Economics

(1)


           One of the following:
(1)



       World History



       Sociology



       Psychology

English:


8 credits required



    English 9

(2)

           English 10

(2)


           English 11

(2)


           English 12

(2)


        Math:


6 credits required


            Algebra 1*

(2)


            Geometry*

(2)


           One of the following:
(2)



    Algebra 2




    Math Analysis

   *If taken in JH, replace the requirement with credits from any of the    following advanced math courses: Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry, Calculus, Statistics, College Algebra.
Science:
6 credits required 

    Physical Science
(2)

    Biology
(2)

    One of the following:
(2)

         Chemistry

         Physics

         Advanced Earth Science

         Human Biology

         Environmental Science

Physical Education:
Must be enrolled in a minimum of one class per semester and successfully complete a minimum of four credits, unless excused per Policy 606.  
Electives
18 credits required

After school and District requirements for graduation have been met, graduating seniors may be excused from instruction for up to five days.  If additional days are added to the regular school calendar because of inclement weather, a graduating senior who has met the District’s requirements for graduation may be excused from attendance during the extended school calendar.


Graduation requirements for special education students will be in accordance with the prescribed course of study as described in their individualized education program (IEP).  Prior to the student’s graduation, the IEP team shall determine that the graduation requirements have been met.

With the exception of special education students in one of two circumstances, no student is allowed to participate in commencement ceremonies unless all graduation requirements have been met.

The two exceptions are special education students who have completed all school-based graduation requirements, and 1) have been approved by the IEP team exclusively for post-secondary study or 2) have been approved solely for community-based or other life skills services.  Although these categories of students may participate in commencement, no diploma will be issued until such time as the student’s IEP team certifies that the student is exited from special education due to graduation.  

There will be no issuing of blank diplomas pending completion of summer school work or, in the case of special education students, pending completion of IEP requirements.



A student who has been home schooled (participated in competent private instruction) may be considered for a diploma under the following limited circumstances:

1.
Prior to registration for high school course work, the home school student must present a portfolio of work or present other evidence deemed appropriate by the building principal that would allow the principal to judge the student’s eligibility for high school course work.  

2.
The principal’s decision regarding a student’s grade level placement is final.

3.
At a minimum, the student must register and attend his/her attendance area high school for the junior and senior year as a full time student, abiding by all rules, regulations and policies relevant to his/her status.

4.
No credits will be issued for course work completed while home schooled.

5.
The student must pass 24 credits including those courses normally required of juniors and seniors in addition to eligible electives.  If a student enters high school as a full time student prior to the junior year, then the student would be held accountable for course work from that point of entry.

6.
The student’s transcript will indicate that portion of his/her high school career that was completed while in home schooling and the grades of all course work attempted while registered as a full time student. 
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